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Europe at the obvious imminence of a return to
the imperial regime. " I say," he announced,
" with a frankness as far from removed from pride
as from false modesty, that never has any nation
manifested in a more direct, more spontaneous,
more unanimous manner its desire to rid itself
of all anxiety as to the future by strengthening
under one control the government which is
sympathetic to it. The reason is that this people
now realises both the false hopes which lulled it
and the perils which threatened it. It knows that
in 1852 society was rushing to its downfall. It
is grateful to me for having saved the ship by
raising only the flag of France. Disabused of
absurd theories, the nation has acquired the
conviction that its so-called reformers were but
dreamers, for there was always an inconsistency,
a disproportion, between their resources and the
promised results. To bring about the well-being
of the country it is not necessary to apply new
methods, but to give it before all else confidence
in the present and security as to the future. These
are the reasons why France appears anxious to
revert to an Empire. There is an apprehension
abroad of which I must take note. In a spirit
of distrust, certain persons are declaring that the
Empire means war. I say the Empire means
peace. It means peace because France desires it,
and when France is satisfied the world is tranquil.